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READ, with a Sept 1 
cannot overcome, the Account 
you ſent me +, containing cer- 
tain and convincing Proofs of the 
Plot laid by the French in 1730. to 
blow up the City of Luxembourg, 
by cotta g fire to the chief Powder- 
Magazines, OY 

N 1 
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2. Py 


. The Account, here mentioned, follows 
bl Letter. 9 


I hitherto had been obſtinate 
in telling you there was no reali- 
ty, nor any likelihood in that 
Affair, ſave what regards the For- 
tifications, of which I made no 
doubt but the French, and eſpe- 
cially Mr. De Belle-Iſie, would 
have been very glad to have had 
an exact Plan, without making a- 
ny ſcruple of bribing one or more 
Engineers of that Fortreſs, in order 
to obtain it; I was, I ſay the more 
obſtinate in that Thought, hecauſe 
I never could have believed the Mi- 
niſters of France, and eſpecially 
that General, capable, even indirect- 
ly, to have connived at ſuch horri- 
ble Deſigns, much leſs to have been 
the Authors of them ; nor could I 
ever have ſuſpected that a Man of 
the Rank and Character of Mr. De 
Belle-Iſſe ſhould be the firſt and 
chief Manager thereof. 


The Project, ſuch as it is laid o- 
pen in your Account, would have 


appeared 
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(7) 
appeared to me baſe and abomina- 
ble, had it been made and formed in 
the Courſe of a ſharp and obſtinate 
War, and during a Siege, whoſe 
Length and Defence might havedri- 
ven the Beſiegers to Deſpair. How 
then could one believe that in full 
Peace, at a Time that the Cardinal 
de Fleury had given to the Miniſters 
of the Emperor, by one of his Let- 
ters , the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances that 
he would not fall out with his Im- 
perial Majeſty, notwithſtanding the 
| 3 Treaty 
I The Copy of which Letter, written by 
Cardinal de Fleury to Count Sinzendorf, having, 
fallen into the Hands of the Queen of Spain, 
became one of the chief Complaints of that 
Princeſs againſt his Eminence, by whom ſhe ' 
perceived ſhe was deceived. For in reality, 
that Miniſter had no ſooner ſigned the Treaty 
of 1729, in which it was expreſs'd, that 
Forces ſhould be employed againſt the Empe- 
ror, in order to oblige him to receive Span ſb 
Troops in Ttaly, than he wrote to the princi- 
pal Minifter of Vienna, that. notwithſtanding 
the Treaty France had juſt concluded, his 


Imperial Majeſty had nothing to fear from 


It, and that his Deſign was in no wiſe to 
break the Peace, 


| 8 * 
Treaty of Seville, buton the contr 
that he would keep up 
Friendſſipwith Hin: Howeould one 
imagine, That in ſuch Circumſtances, 
or in order to a diſtant War, Which 
broke not out till three Years after- 
wards, on Reaſons and Pretences at 
that time unknown, it were poſſible 
that at the Head of a Nation, which 
pretends to Generoſity and Huma- 
nity, there ſhould be People whoſe 
Souls were black enough and Heart 
to that degree as to plan 
out in cool Blood * means of de- 
ſtroying, in the twinkling of an Eye, 
a whole People, and all the Inha- 
bitants of a large City, by burying 
them at once under the Ruins of 
their Houſes ? This I own over- 
turns all my Prejudices and my fa- 
vourable Opinion of a Nation, which 
I thought as full as any of Honour, 
Integrity, and in ſhort of thoſe no- 
ble Sentiments, which are the con- 
ſtituent Parts of Society. 
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_  Altho' Tam thoroughly convinced 
of the Wickedneſs of Men, by all 
the Examples Hiſtory furniſheth us 
with, 1 could hardly have perſuaded 
my {elf that ſuch abominable Deeds 
vere practicable _eycn by thoſe Peo- 
ple and Kings of, Africa, who have 
neither Laws, Principles, nor Re- 
ligion 3 Who arc full 1 of Spite and 
Rage againſt their Perſecutors, that 
purſue them inceſſantly through an 
outragious Zeal, and by a continual 
A 


But that, in the Centre of a State, 
which glories in the Title of being 
Chriſtian; in a Kingdom, which 
preaches with ſo much Oſtentation, 
its Honour, Piety, Sincerity and 
Humanity; the Government were 
capable of acting ſo directly contra- 
ry to thoſe Principles of human So- 
ciety, by contriving the moſt exe- 
crable Plot, that ever could have 
been imagined by a cruel and bloo- 


B dy- 


N OL 
dy-minded Tyrant: This paſſes m 

0 lein ing che Thou Be ſhock, 
me, and my Hair ftands on End 
every time I think on the fatal and 
tragical Cataſtrophe, which French 
Malice had prepared for the Inhabi- 
tants of that unfortunate City. 


All we know of Dizzyfius +, of 
Attila ||, of the burning of Rome by 
the Order of Mero, of the Plot of 
Bedmar at Venice, and of the horri- 


ble Feaſt of Borgia, is not equal to 
the Caſe before us. 


When I reflect on this, I cannot 
but think that to have France for a 
Neighbour, muſt on this Account 
be a real Misfortune. 


Nothing 


+ Dionyfius the 1ſt, ſuffered great Cruelties 
to be done at the ſacking the City of Rhegium, 
but then it had ſurrendered at Diſcretion. 

Attila pillaged many Cities, and among 
others in France, Metz, Tongres and Arras, but 
then he attacked them openly. 


„ 

| Nothing ſeems to me more un- 
| fortunate or more to be lamented, 
than to have the fear of ſuch Plots 
eternally before one's Eyes, and to 
be obliged to be always on one's 
Guard againſt ſuch wicked Devices, 
Who can anſwer, that Ber 0-0 - 
Zoom, Bois-le-Duc and M. rich 
may not actually be in the ſame Dan- 
ger a. * Sl was ? Whoknows, 
whether our chief Cities, when we 
leaſt think of it, may not be blown 
up into, the Air? Can it be doubt- 
ed, that They, who ſo generouſly of- 
fered co000 Livres to thoſe infa- 
mous Incendiaries, who were to have 
ſet fire to the Powder-Magazines of 
Luxembourg with + tried Matches, 
may alſo have offered 100,000 to 
verturn our molt important Cities 
and Fortreſſes? Is not at this very 
B 2 Time 


—— 
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+ The French Term is Meche compaſee, 
which ſignifies a Match tried, and of which 
one knows, the Time it will certainly be 
burning, 


CAS} | 

Time the whole Credit and Confi- 
dence of France, actually in the 
Hands of the very Man, who diſ- 
perſed Money, in order to deſtroy in 
one Momient 40,000 Souls? Is it not 
the ſame Belle- Ile who now makes 
every where ſuch a Figure? Entruſt- 
ed with both political and military 
A airs, is not he, together wit 

the Cardinal, the chief Inſtrument 
made uſe of by France to undo 
the Queen of Hungary, to ruin 
Germany, to kindle a Fire in 
the Morth, to foment a War in 
Italy, and even to the extreme 


Parts of the World? 


Tt is plain, that they who have 
ſuch a Neighbour, can never be too 
much on their Guard againſt him. 
The more a neighbouring Power 
can hurt him, or check his ambitious 
Deſigns, the more that Power ought 
to be on their Guard, and miſtruſt 
all his Proceedings. In a Word, 

every 


(13) 

every wiſe and right thinking Man, 
who may have a Share in the Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs of any of 
the Powers to whom France is a 
Neighbour, ought to lay this down 
as à certain Rule, that that Go- 
vernment always purſues its End 
let whatever be the Means; that 
ſhe makes a Jeſt of Honour, Good- 
Faith, Religion, the Lives of Men, 
and all the moſt ſacred Ties, which 
unite them. He may be aſſured, 
that that Court, always perſiſting 
in its Deſign of ſubduing all the 
Powers about it, never offers Peace 
ſincerely, as long as ſhe thinks ſhe 
can get any Advantage by War ; 
nor doth ſhe ever defire it, but 
when ſhe ſees herſelf almoſt ruined 
by War: A precious and deciſive Mo- 
ment, now or never to be laid hold 
of, and which, if properly employed 
in the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
will prove the only Means Provi- 
dence has put into the Hands of the 

Princes 


(54) 

Princes of Europe, to guard them- 

| ſelves againſt the Savers with which 
they are thyeawoed. 


| Theke, Sir, are Reflections occur- 
ring to me upon reading the Nar- 
rative you have been ſo kind as 
bo. Jens me. 
: # am, 


3 
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With much Reſpet, Kc. 
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Laid by the FRENCH 
in 1730, &c. 


O ME Months ago I had a Converſation 
with Mr. de , concerning the 
treacherous Deſigns of the French againſt 


the City of Luxembourg, in 1730. What he 


ſaid to me upon that Subject, rather ſerv'd to 
excite my Curioſity than ſatisfy it: I thereupon 
immediately reſoly*d to let no Opportunity ſlip 


of making my ſelf thorough Maſter of a 
Fact 


( 16) 
Fact, ſo much talk'd of then, and of which 
the Circumſtances are however wrap'd up in 
ſueh Obſcurity, that there's ſcarce any more 
mention made of it at this Time. 


I have at length found what I look'd for, 
I very lately had the Happineſs to be preſent: 
ed to a Perſon of Diſtinction, to whom I took 
the liberty to expreſs my deſire of getting at 
the bottom of this Affair, and who, in the 
moſt obliging manner, procured me the Means 
of doing it, even beyond what) I could habe 
hoped for, or expected. By His Intereſt, I had 
the peruſal of every individual Paper relatirg 
to the legal Proceſs and Examination of the 
Accomplices of this Treaſon, I read them 
over and over, as often as I pleaſed; and 
thereby was enabled to ſatisfy my Curioſity up- 
on this Subject! But then it coſt me ſome Pains 
and Trouble. I was obliged to read over again 
and again, and to confront and compare toge- 
ther, no leſs than forty-one Sheets in Folio, of 
the thickneſs of two Inches, in order to extract 
therefrom the Matter of this Narrative. The 
= Number and Extent of theſe Pieces is the 
Effect of the ſtrict and ſcrupulous Examination 

of this Affair by three ſeveral Councils of War 
at Luxembourg. So that the Reader may de- 

nd upon it, that all the Particulars, which 
make up the Narrative now before him, are, 
beyond Exception, confirm'd by Confront- 
ments repeated with all the requiſite Attention, 
and confeſt by the Parties themſelves who 
were convicted by the ſole Force of Truth, 


There were but two actually put to the Tor- 
! ture, 
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ture, ROBERT DAMOUR, and his Son. 
The Firſt, after he had confeſt every thing, 
without ſo much as being threaten'd with the 
Rack, was indeed ſentenced to ſuffer it, but 
in a very flight manner, to ſee whether he 
knew of any other dangerous Deſign ; conſi- 
dering that he had been many Years a profeſt 
Spy and an arrant and notorious Seducer. The 
ſecond was condemn'd thereto, to make him 
conſeſs, that he was an Accomplice with his 
Father, which had been already proved as clearly 
any thing could be, The Rack made the Fa- 
ther conteſs nothing; and the Confeſſion which 
it drew from the Son, has been of no uſe to 
me. 


I don't think there's any Occaſion to enter 
into the Particulars of what relates perſonally 
to the Conſpirators. Scarce any Body will be 
ſolicitous to know how a few wretched Crimi- 
nals came to be diſcovered, or how they were 
taken, and in what manner puniſh'd. It is 
the ſecret Machinations and Attempt upon 
Luxembourg that is properly the Subject of the 
preſent Diſquiſition. 


The origival Papers, which I have in my 
Hands, are, I. The Journal of the Seſſions of 
the laſt Commiſſion, iſſued out for the finiſhing 
the Inquiry, and conſiſting, ex Parte militari, 
of Colonel DE CHANCLOS, Commandant of 
the Regiment de Ligne, as Preſident; the Au- 
ditor-General, Lieutenant, FOHN-ALBERT 
DE BEELEN; Lieutenant Colonel d'OLI- 
LY; Majors, the Marquis de W/INTERFELD, 

C and 
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arid Baron DE GIMMINGEN ; Captains, 
the Count DE WURMBRANDT, and the 
_ Chevalier DE GATAFA; and the Recorder 
or Regiſter PALTAUFF: And ex Parte civili, 
the Counſellor and Attorney-General of the 
Council of this Province, DE LANSER; the 
Counſellor of the ſame Council, DE MAR- 
TINI; and the Deputy-Recorder, ADAMT. 
II. The Report Jay by this Commiſſion to 
her Serene Highneſs, the Arch-Dutcheſs, Gover- 
neſs of the Netherlands. III. Thirty-eight De- 
poſitions, Interrogatories, Confrontments, Acts 
Commiſſorial, in the Courſe of the Proceedings, 
Sc. IV. An anthentic Inventory of all thiſ: 
Papers and Writings. I ſhall take care to cite 
at the bottom of the Pages the ſeveral Pieces 
from whence I ſhall extract the eſſential 
Points, 


The firſt Inſtrument, employ'd in this Af- 
fair, was one ROBERT DAMOUR, a Native 
of France, but for upwards of thirty Years, a 
Burgher of Luxembourg, where he of late fol- 
lowed the Buſineſs, both of a Muſic and 
Writing-Maſter. This Man ſerved the Mi- 
niſters of France as a Spy, from the Year 1716, 
in conſideration of a Penſion of 240 Livres a 
Year, which was paid him under the denomi— 
nation of Quarter-Maſter belonging to the 
Troops at Thionville. 


For ſome Years, he uſed to ſend an Account 
of every Thing that came to his Knowledge, 
to Meſſicurs LE BLANC, DE BRETEUIL, 
and ANGERVILLIERS, who were, mt 
that 


(19) 

that Time, ſucceſſively Miniſters of War (in 
France.) In 1727, the Count De BELLE- 
ISLE came to Metz, and declar'd to DA. 
MOUR, that from that Time forward he 
was to direct his Intelligence to him (M. De 
BELLE-ISLE :) And, to encourage him the 
more to be active and diligent in his Enqui- 
ries and Informations, he added to his Penſion 
a Gratuity of fifty Livres a Year *. 


As well affected and as hearty as DA. 
MOUR was in the Cauſe, he was no En- 
gineer; and this Quality was neceſſary, to 
ſatisfy the Curioſity oft M. De BELLE-ISLE, 
who wanted to be exactly and minutely in- 
form'd how the new Works went on at 
Luxembourg, He therefore recommended to 
his Spy to look out for ſome body that 
could procure kim a Plan of them: And 
DAMOUR pitch'd upon CLAUDE. JOSEPH. 
CHARLES RENARDI DUPREZ, a Na- 
tive of Luxembourg, and a Lieutenant in the 
Regiment of Cano, in the Service of Bavaria. 
This Officer coming to Luxembourg towards 
the End of Auguſt 1730, with a Deſign to 
ſpend his Vacation with his ae DA. 
MOUR offer'd to introduce him to M. De 
BELLE-ISLE, and gave him Hopes of great 
Advantages in the Service of France, through 
the Favour of the ſaid Count, provided he 
would procure him a Plan of the new Works 

C 2 which 
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which were carrying on in that City. DU. 
PREZ accepted theſe Offers, and made no 
Heſitation at the Conditions: So that DA. 
MOUR actually preſented him the 19th of 
September, 1730, to M. De BELLE-ISLE, 
who was then at Thronville, This firſt In— 
terview was a very ſhort one: Nothing could 
be reſolv'd on, for want of a Plan of Luxem- 
Bourg, which was to be fetch'd from Metz, 
and which arriving juſt as M. De BELLE. 
TSLE was obliged to depart, a ſecond Inter- 
view between theſe three Perfons could not be 
had till the 21ſt, at the Caſtle of Hombourg, 
three or four Leagues from Thionville, 


There the * Count ſpread upon a Table a 
very fine Plan of Luxembourg, with two or 
three Leagues of the Country round about 
it; and, adding thereto a- couple of looſe 
Sheets, wherein part of the new Works 
were drawn, he enter'd upon the Matter in 
hand, and enquir'd of DUPREZ concern- 
ing the ſtrong and weak Parts of the Place, 
and particularly the new Works lately added, 
and which were not deſcribed in either of 
the two looſe Sheets. DUPREZ took upon 
him to procure them for him; and M. De 
BELLE-ISLE promis'd, by way of Reward, 
to omit nothing to make his Fortune, cither 
in Bavaria, by his Intereſt there, or in France, 

as 


— 
— — 


 * Interrogat, of DPR EZ, No 16. Fol 33. & 
Jeq. Intertogat. of R. DAO R, Ne 17. Fol. 32. 
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as ſoon as ever a War ſhould begin, Ac2 
cording to M. De BALLE-ISLE, that Time 
was not far off: He talk'd ot two or three 
Years at furtheſt ; nay, he ſeem'd to flatter 
himſelf it might begin that very Autumn. 
The People of Luxembourg, ſaid he, will be 

ſtrangely ſurpriz'd to ſee us come about the end 
of November, and throw in thirty thouſand 
Bombs among em. He had them all ready, 
as well as two hundred Pieces of Cannon of 
twenty-four Pounders. He rejoin'd a Mo- 
ment afterwards: In two Months, we ſhall 
know whether there is War or Peace; and, if 
War ſhould be declar'd, wwe ſhall not lay Siege to 
Luxembourg ; but, after we have bombarded 
it, (for which Purpoſe we ſhall take the Forts 
of Paffendal, and as for the Fort of Verloren- 
Kolt, we ſhan't want it) we ſhall put forty or 
fifty thouſand Men into Treves, take Remich, 
Waſſerbillich, Arlon, Echternach, Sc. and 
then block it up. The Electors of Cologne 
and Palatin were to ſtand neuter : that they 
were ſure of. | 


In order to direct his Bombardment with 
the more Succeſs, M. De BELLE-ISLE en- 
quir'd of DUPREZ and DAMOUR very 
particularly and carefully, whereabouts the 
Magazines and Arſenals were ſituated  - as 
likewiſe Concerning the Quantity of Provi- 
ſion, Ammunition, Artillery, Sc. Upon 
which they gave him all poſſible Satisfaction. 
At laſt, he diſmiſs'd them, after he had or- 
der*d the Charges of their Journey to be de- 
iray'd, and promis'd to ſend N a 

an 


Plan of Luxembourg, which the latter abſo. 
lutely wanted, .in order to add the new 
Works to it. This Plan was remitted the 
next Day to Thionville, together with the fol- 
lowing Letter, the Original whereof is amongſt 
the Papers of the Proceſs. 


Metz, 22 Sept. 1730. 


Herewith ſend you, Sir, a Plan of Luxem- 

bourg, wherein there are none of the new 
Works which have been added to the Place 
within theſe four Years. Thoſe, you will be 
fo good as to add to it. And likewiſe, as this 
Paper, in the fore-part, is defefiive in what 
wwe call the Cornichon of Bonnevoye, and 
which you call the Ferloreon, it will be ne- 
ceſſary for you to paſte on a Sheet of Paper 
fitted to that Part of the Plan; ſo that, by 
lifting it up, one may ſee what is underneath and 
exattly know the Figure, the Extent and the 
Situation of the new Work in queſtion : not for- 
getting to extend your Paper ſo as io take in 
the Convent of Bonnevoye, and the Eminence 
and Ravelin on the Side of it. You will like- 
wiſe ſet down whatever has been done in other 
Places, according lo what was agreed on be- 
tween us. I fhall expect you here the firſt of 
October at fartheſt; for I muſt be gone the 
third or fourth. I ſhould be rejoicd if I might 
perſonally renew to you the Offers of Service 
which I made you, and which I ſhall, with Plea- 
ſure, make good, whenever an Opportunity ſhall 


preſent. 
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preſent. I am, in the mean time, Sir, your very 
humble and moſt obedient Servant, 


The Count De BELLE-ISLE. 


It were needleſs to relate every particu- 
lar Circumſtance of this Affair: How DC- 
PREZ, by his Artifices, got in with an 
Engineer, who was ſo indiſcrect, as to let 
him copy from his Plan, the very Works 
he had promis'd M. De BELLE-ISLE : 
How kindly the latter receiv*d him at Met, 
when he carry*d him the Draughts of them : 
the ſix new Lewidores he gave him, not 
as a Recompence, but only to pay the Charges 
of his Fourney : the Promiſes he again made 
to him, to engage him to continue his good 
Services, and to inform him of whatever 
was New, and this by the Canal of DA. 
MOUR. All this ended in nothing. It was 
not long before DUPREZ put an end to 
this Intrigue, by an Imprudence equal to 
the Inconſiderateneſs with which he had 
embark'd in it. He talk'd ſo much and 
ſo unguardedly, that it occaſion'd his being 
taken up the 28th of Ocober. He confeſs'd 
the whole Affair, and, with his Head, paid 
the Penalty of his Guilt and Folly. DA. 


MOUR, as more culpable, was condemn'd to 
be hang'd. 


M. De BELLE-ISLE, as you ſee, was 
perfectly appriz'd of the State and Condi- 
tion of Luxembourg z nor is it to be won- 


der'd 
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der'd at. The Court of France had com- 
mitted to his Care the ſecret Correſpon- 
dence on that Frontier, as is plain from 
the Order he gave DAMOUR in 1727, 
to direct his Letters to Him. The ſaid 
Count's Zeal, his Activity, and the Inte- 
reſt he was known to have at Court, had 
inſpir'd a more than ordinary Ardour into 
all the French Officers of the Places bor- 
dering on Luxembourg, who had any Ta- 
lent for ſecret and clandeſtine Practices, 
They bent themſclves with Might and Main, 
to promote the Execution of a Deſign, which 
'romis'd no leſs than making the Fortune 
of all ſuch, as ſhould contribute to its Suc- 
ceſs. I don't think there's any Occaſion 
for me to make Extracts, from the De- 

ſitions which now lie. before me, of all 
the Particulars which concern the Comman- 
dant DE SIR9UE, Captain SCHNITZIUS, 
the Commandant of Sarlouris, him of Rodena- 
cheren and his Son; DITHIER, Captain of 
an Independent Company at Thionville, and 
his Lieutenant 2 ABBE ; as alſo a Liſt of 
miſerable Wretches, whom theſe Gentlemen 
kept in Pay, in and about Luxemboure. 
DITHIER boaſted that himſelf alone, had 
above twenty Spies in that City“. It will 
ſuffice to report the moſt material Points, 
and the beſt atteſted, that could be got out 
of thoſe who were not fo fortunate as to 
eſcape Juſtice. DITHIER 
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DITHIER was more particularly entruſted 
with the Management of this dirty Work; 
and was perfectly well qualify'd for ſuch 
an Employ. He had been a Partizan in 
the War, and, to encourage thoſe whom he 
| uſed as his Tools, would frequently brag 
how he had made his Fortune, by a Plot 
to ſet fire to a Powder-Magazine at Ma- 
Pricht*. All the Conſpirators, in their De- 
poſitions, bear great Teſtimony of his Ca- 
pacity and Activity: It is true, they com- 
plain of his diſtributing the King's Mo- 
ney with too ſparing a Hand , at a Time 
when they knew he had receiv'd, for their 
Account, 3000 Livres in one Sum; but 
every body knows, that an inſatiable Gree- 
dineſs of Gain keeps all ſuch People from 
ever doing any thing that is either generous 
or juſt. They likewiſe complain'd of all the 
other French Officers, except M. De BELLE- 
ISLE, and him only. His Generoſity they 
every where and continually extoll'd to the 
Skies. And, indeed, never had any one 4 
better Talent than M. De BELLE-ISLE for 
fatisfying either with Money or magnificent 
Promiſes, all ſuch as he engages to betray 
their Mafter, Nor can it be denied, that 
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he is the fitteſt Man in the World to 


bring about the moſt important and moſt 
difficult Negotiations, 


To return to DITHIER, he had drawn. in, 
among other Spies, one WILLIAM COE. 
NEN, a Brabander by Birth, but a Burgher 
of Luxembourg, and a Dealer in Hair. This 
Man, and his Wife, no leſs daring and as 
corrupt as himſelf, hired themſelves out like- 
wiſe (unknown to DITHIER) and took 
Wages of M. D'AUBIN, Commandant of 
Rodemacheren, and drew into their Plot two 
Soldiers of the Regiment de Ligne, nam'd 
FRANCIS GUILLER MET and CLARISSE, 
Carpenters by Trade, and, as ſuch, em- 
ploy'd in Work at the Arſenal, and in the 
Mines of Luxembourg, Theſe two Traytors 
furniſn'd COENEN and his Wife with all 
the Lights they had occaſion for, in or- 
der to keep up their Correſpondence with 
M. D*AUBIN. They had obtain'd, by this 
Means, Liſts of the Artillery and the Mines. 
FRANCIS GUILLERMET even made Pre- 
tenſions to Engineering, and drew Plans of 
the new Works of Fort Bourbon, and of 
Fort Sr. Charles x. Theſe two Soldiers had 
moreover promis'd to deſert, as ſoon as ever 
it was known that the Siege would be be- 
gun, and to go over to the French Army, 
where the Knowledge which they had of the 
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rogat. of Fr, Guillermet, No. 15. fel. 2. 
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Mines of the Place, would render them very 
uſeful. CLARISSE did not wait the Time pre- 
fix?d, but deſerted before any Steps were taken. 
to ſeize him. FRANCIS GUILLERMET 
tarry'd, and was Partaker of Coenen and his 
Wife's Misfortune, that is to ſay, he was 
taken, convicted, and ſentenced to the Gal- 
lows. 


DHAHIER did not content himſelf with 
having found a Way to make himſelf uſeful, 
by the Lights his Spies had given him, into 
the Fortifications of Luxembourg, he reſolv'd 
to perform a Service far more conſiderable, 
and the likelieſt that could be thought of to 
ſhorten the Bombardment and Blockade of 
Luxembourg. CQENEN, the more to recom- 
mend himfelf, had told him, he oftentimes 
aſſiſted the Workmen who were employ'd in 
the Magazines of that City. DI1THIER pre- 
vail'd on this Man to procure for him Moulds 
of the Keys of the Powder Magazines, and 

ſhew'd him how to make thoſe Moulds, by 
impreſſing the Keys on Wax, prepar'd with 
Oil or Butter“. I find, among the Proofs re- 
lating to the Proceedings, a Mould; which the 
Commiſſioners caus'd COENEN to make in 
the manner aforeſaid, in Their Preſence. This 
ſame COENEN not only undertook to bring 
DFHIER the Moulds which he aſk'd of 
him, but likewiſe to bring him a Journeyman- 

D 2 Cooper, 
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Caoper, who work'd in thoſe Magazines. He 
found his Promiſes not ſo eaſy to put in Exe. 
cution as to make; but, that he might not 
ſtop in ſo fair a Career, and loſe the Reward 
for ſuch great Services, he reſolv'd boldly to 
put a Trick upon DITHIER and his Lieute- 
nant, and carry'd them the Moulds of the firſt 
Keys he could meet with of a proper Figure 
and Size to paſs for the Magazine-Keys, 
Five of theſe he carry*d to them at different 
Times, and likewiſe brought algng with him 
a poor Wretch of a Journeyman-Cooper, one 
WALDERICH, whom he impudently pro- 
duc'd under the fictitious Name of MATTEYS 
CALMUS, Journeyman-Cooper ſerving in the 
Powder-Magazines *. 


DITHIER, and his Lieutenant Z' ABBE, 
over-joy*d at ſeeing their Plot in fo thriving 
a Way, gave theſe Fellows a few Crowns, 
and promis'd 'em 50,000 Livres for a Re- 
ward, and to each a Penſion of 200 Crowns, 
if they wou'd take upon them the laſt Part of 
the Execution of their Project : Which was, up- 
on Order, in each Magazine, where they 
cou'd have Entrance, to bore three Barrels 
of Powder, and fix into the Holes three 
lighted Matches they would furniſh *em with; 
pne of which, wou'd burn four Hours, ano- 
ther Six, and the Third, Eight. Theſe 
Matches were ſo prepar'd, as not to yield 
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any Manner of Smell . DIT7IFER did 
moreover in a moſt particular Manner, re- 
commend it to COENEN, to contrive ſome | © 
how or. other to get the Keys of the Powder» + 
Magazine adjoining to the Jeſuits College. 
| The doing this, he ſaid, wou'd ſuit their De- 
ſign better than any Thing elſe ; becauſe it 
was in the Heart of the City, and in Blowing 
up that Magazine, the whole City wou'd in- 
fallibly be turn*d topſy-turvey, and be bury'd 
in its own Ruins. He promis'd likewiſe to 
preſent him to M. de BELLE-ISLE, who 
had a Mind to ſee the Perſon who had procured 
him the Keys F, One Thing DITHIER was 
ignorant of, namely, that M. D' AUBIN was 
acquainted likewiſe with the Story of the Key- 
Moulds. COENEN, finding himſelf clap*d 
into Hold at Rodemacheren, on ſome flight 
Suſpicions, thought fit to diſcover this Secret (_ 
to the ſaid Commandant, and even to ſhew ä 
him one of thoſe Moulds ||, to obtain his _ 
Liberty. And it was upon this Occafion, 0 
that M. D'AUBIN engag*d COENEN to q, 
ſerve him as a Spy. * 
One e e which I have omitted j# 
is, That at each Time when COENEN = 
brought the Moulds, they went immediately 
Mina to 
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to work and made Keys from them, which 
they put into his Hands that he might Try 
them, and he brought 'em back again each 
Time, and ſaid, They anſwered wonderfully 
well ; but firſt he ſcraped them with the Back 
of his Knife, to make them believe he had 
try*'d 'em “. | | 


One may eaſily imagine that COENEN 
and WALDERICH promiſed DITHIER and 
his Lieutenant every Thing. And yet, if 
we may credit COENEN and his Wife, 
they had an Abhorrence, as well as AI. 
DERICH, of ſo black and ſo deteſtable a 
Deſign. They however refolved to con- 
tinue their Impoſition on the French, and 
to get out of 'em all the Money they could. 
We may believe, upon their Word, that the 
were not ſo inflexibly bent upon Miſchict 
nor ſo obſtinately Wicked as Thoſe were 
who made ſuch abominable Propoſals to 
them, and that the Idea of 40,000 Inno- 
cent Perſons, cruſht to Death in the Twink- 
ling of an Eye beneath the Ruins of their 
Houſes, had made a deeper Impreſſion on 
them, than the exorbitant Promiſes, ' which 
had been made them, to ingage them in 
ſo horrible an Action. What leaves room 
for Suſpicion, That ſomething further and 
--blacker might have been diſcovered in the 
Views of theſe Wretches, is that COENEN, 
-after the Interrogatories and Confrontments 
4 | | from 
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from whence I have taken the Matters 
above recited, laid violent Hands on him- 
ſelf, in Priſon. WALDERICH being run 
away, and COENEN's Wife remaining the 
ſole Accomplice in the Buſineſs of the Key- 
Moulds, and the Deſign of blowing up the 
Magazines, there was no Means left of 
convicting her of more than ſhe had a Mind 
to OWN, 


This was the Conſpiracy againſt Luxem- 
bourg, or to ſpeak better, This is what could 
be diſcovered of it. The Flight and Eſcape 
of the major Part of the Criminals, and the 
Care the French took to conceal, from each 
of thoſe they employ'd, the Intrigues which 
were not abſolutely neceſſary for them to be 
let into, deprives us of the Knowledge of 
the Remainder. We however know enough 
of it, to be convinc'd that the French are 
always French; that their Neighbourhood 
is more dangerous in Time of Peace than 
in Time of War; and that it is an unpa- 
rallel'd Impudence to aſſert that France was 
forced in Point of Honour to make War on 
the Emperor, on Account of the Election 
of a King of Poland. The Manner in which 
ſhe finiſh'd that War, by the Acquiſition of 
Lorrain, without the leaſt Attention to this 
gms: Point of Honour, and contrary to 
er expreſs and actual Declarations through- 
out all Europe, had already ſufficiently uns 
maſk'd her: And the above Contents prove 
with the utmoſt Degree of Evidence, that; 
for Years before the Death of Auguſtus II. 


every 
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every Thing was ready for beginning a Wat 


They only waited an Opportunity of doing it 


with Advantage, that is to ſay, a Circum- 
ſtance which might engage the Maritime 
Powers to keep Neuter, ſuch as the Quar- 
rel about the Election of Poland furniſh'd them 
with, to the Detriment and Misfortune of 
Europe, and the Shame and Diſgrace of 
thoſe who were over-reach'd by them. 


That which is the moſt worthy of Remark 
in this whole Affair, is the Impunity of thoſe 
whom all Exrzope knows to be the Authors of 
it. How was it poſſible, that, under t“e all- 
powerful, EQuiTABLE and Paciric 
Miniſtry of Monſieur Tut CARDINAL, 
ſo black a Plot as that againſt Luxemòourg, and 
of which he certainly can't pretend to plead 
Ignorance, ſhou'd not have drawn down, I 
will not ſay an exemplary Puniſhment, but 
barcly the leaſt Appearance of Diſgrace, on 
any of thuie [rcncb Officers who were pre- 
rail'd on to be concern'd therein. As for 
my Part, all that I Know of the Matter is, 
That M. De BELLE-ISLE, is ſince that 
Time arriv'd at the higheſt Point of Fa- 
vour, Confidence, and Fortune, that he cou'd 
or can ever pofiibly aſpire to. Whence my 
Concluſion is, That He who has not pus 
niſn'd fo Atrociovs and Flagitious an Act; 
did molt certainly order the doing it. 
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